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On March 5, President Patricio Aylwin reiterated his plans to amend the constitution in order to
retire the nation's top military commanders. Under the current constitution, promulated in 1980
under the regime of Gen. Augusto Pinochet, the military leadership cannot be removed until
1997. In a public statement on March 10, Pinochet said there would be no vacancy to fill upon his
retirement, since "you must be chief of state to have my rank [commander-in- chief]." On March
11, Aylwin said he was puzzled by Pinochet's remark, since "the only chief of state is the president
of the republic and all other authorities in the country are subordinate to the executive, with the
exception of the independent legislative and judicial powers." Pinochet then clarified his previous
statement. The general said he did not assert that he was currently chief of state, but rather that
to achieve commander-in-chief status, one has to have occupied the chief of state post. [Sources:
El Mercurio, La Nacion (Chile), 03/05/92; Notimex, Agence France-Presse, 03/11/92; Spanish news
service EFE, 04/02/92]
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